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•  About BC Housing 
 

•  Why are we concerned? 
 

•  What are we doing? – adaptation & mitigation 
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	-	develop,	manage	and	administer	
subsidized	housing;	

		

-	license	residen9al	builders,	administer	
owner	builder	authoriza9ons,	and		
carry	out	research	and	educa9on	

BC	Housing	
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Who do we serve? 
• Individuals	who	are	homeless	
• Individuals	with	disabili9es	
• Indigenous	individuals	and	families	

• Women	and	children	at	risk	of	violence	

• Low-income	seniors	and	families	

• Buyers	of	new	homes	
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Climate change mitigation actions 
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Why are we concerned?  

Photos:	Global	News,	showing	Prince	George	on		17	Aug.2018,	9:09am	
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Why are we concerned?  
Impacts	on:	
	
1. Health	and	safety	of	tenants		
&	building	occupants	
	

2. Increased	building	maintenance		
&	repair	costs	
	

3. New	demands	on	employees		
&	resources	
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	Tenants	 Buildings	 Resources	

Increased	morbidity	and	mortality	from	
extreme	heat	

Overhea9ng	of	units;	Increased	capital	
and	maintenance	and	opera9ons	costs	to	
implement	cooling	
	

Increased	costs	and	impacts	associated	
with	tenant	reloca9on	due	to	events	and/
or	increasing	renova9ons/repairs	

Impacts	on	mental	health	&	behaviours	 Increased	sewer	back-ups	cause	water	
damage	and	increased	insurance	costs	
and	claims	
	

Impacts	to	energy	bills	including	less	
hea9ng	costs	but	poten9ally	increasing	
cooling	costs	
	

Temporary	or	permanent	housing	
reloca9ons	
	

Increased	damage	to	buildings	from	
flooding:	Specifically	damage	to	ground	
floor,	mechanical	and	electrical	rooms,	
and	founda9on	
	

Increased	staffing	and	resource	needs	to	
respond	to	increasing	events	triggering	
emergency	response	

Injury	and	illness	arising	from	flooding		 Increase	in	power	outages	affec9ng	
building	systems	and	tenants	
	

Increased	budget	pressure	for	more	
frequent	emergency	response	and	clean-
up		
	

Temporary	or	permanent	housing	
reloca9ons	
	

Impacts	on	warranty	programs	&	
insurance	providers.	E.g.	-	Premature	
failures	of	systemic	defects	of	buildings	
under	warranty.	

Increased	maintenance	costs	and	repair	
due	to	more	variable	and	extreme	
weather	
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Climate Adaptation Framework – Integrated Decisions 
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Integrating resilience into existing programs 
 
Resilient and Connected Neighbours Project 

Source:	Shi^	Collabora9ve	
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Resilient and Connected Neighbours Project 
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Climate Adaptation Framework – Housing Excellence 
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Mobilizing Building Adaptation and Resilience – MBAR project 
	
Through	facilita9ng	and	pilo9ng	sustainable	and	resilient	design	and	renova9on	of	buildings,	MBAR	
aims	at:	
	
→	stabilizing	communi9es	in	a	natural	disaster	(e.g.	earthquake);	and	
	
→	helping	building	owners	and	occupants		

	-	becer	protect	their	investments;	and		
	-	adapt	to	an9cipated	climate	change	stresses	(e.g.	higher	precipita9on,	warmer	summers,		

fire-related	air	pollu9on)	and	climate	change	shocks	(e.g.	severe	flooding/fire/windstorms)….	
	
………..	such	that	no	one	is	stressed	beyond	their	ability	to	cope.	�	
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Mobilizing Building Adaptation and Resilience – MBAR project 

First	set	of	
materials:	
Resource	Sheets	
for:	
Site,	Design	&	
Opera3ons	
Strategies	for:	
	
-  Heat	Waves	
-  Chronic	

Stressors	
-  Fire	
-  Flood	Events	
-  Power	Outages	
-  Seismic	Events	
-  Severe	Storms	
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Climate Adaptation Framework – Change Agent 
 



Section Title 

Extreme	Heat	and	Poor	Air	Quality	Response	Guidelines	

1.  Staff	training	(including	how	to	do	a	tenant	
assessment	when	doing	door-to-door	checks	&	
repor9ng).	

2.  Staff	checklists.	
3.  Inventory	of	fans.	
4.  Communica9on	materials.	
5.  Cooling	rooms	in	all	common	areas.	
6.  Extreme	Heat	and	Air	Quality	response	

procedure.	
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Resources & Contact 

	
BC	Housing’s	Sustainability	Plan,	Carbon	Neutral	Ac9on	report,	Adapta9on	Framework	
hcps://www.bchousing.org/about/CSR/sustainability-livegreen	
	
	
Extreme	Heat	Resources:	
hcps://www.bchousing.org/partner-services/non-profit-training-resources/extreme-heat-resources	
	

Contact:		
Magdalena	Szpala	
Senior	Sustainability	Advisor,	BC	Housing	
mszpala@bchousing.org	
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Thank	you!	


