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Part 1 
The	CONTEXT	

	



The	Evidence	
Survey	Results	from	the	
first	Without	a	Home	study		
(2016)	

•  Stephen	Gaetz,	Bill	O’Grady,	Sean	Kidd	&	Kaitlin	Schwan.	(2016).	Without	a	Home:	The	Na/onal	
Youth	Homelessness	Survey.	Toronto:	Canadian	Observatory	on	Homelessness	Press.		

•  Overrepresented	minori1es:		LGBTQ2S	–	29.5%;	Indigenous	
30.5%;	Racialized,	28.5%	

•  40.1%	had	first	experience	of	homelessness	before	the	age	
of	16.	

•  Homelessness	compromises	health	and	well-being:	85.4%	
had	significant	mental	health	problems,	and	42%	reported	
at	least	one	suicide	a_empt	

•  58%	reported	previous	involvement	with	child	protec1on	
(compared	with	0.3%	for	housed	youth)	

•  NEET:		50.5%	not	in	employment,	educa+on	or	training	

•  Criminal	Vic1miza1on:		Exponen+ally		more	likely	to	be	a	
vic+m	of	crime	

•  Vulnerability	to	sex	trafficking	





Doing	the	ground	work	



Data	points	to	some	important	conclusions	

First,	we	are	wai+ng	too	long	to	intervene.	

Second,	experience	of	homelessness	has	a	devasta+ng	impact	on	health,	safety,	
mental	health	and	well-being.	

Third,	some	young	people	–	Indigenous,	LGBTQ2S,	newcomer	youth	–	experience	
addi+onal	burden	of	discrimina+on	and	exclusion.	

Fourth,	the	emergency	response	does	not	prevent	or	end	youth	homelessness.	

Fi1h,	our	public	systems	are	failing	to	prevent	youth	homelessness.	

Sixth,	people	with	lived	experience	of	youth	homeless	strongly	profess	the	need	to	
shic	to	preven+on.	

	



Preven1on	as	a	Fusion	Policy	issue	



Success relies on  
Systems Integration 
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Voices	need	ac1on!	



Part 2 
The	CASE	STUDIES	

	


