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Repeated episodes of homelessness are 

common  

 



? 



Homelessness as a spectrum  

 



• Re-entries to the shelter in the social/economic 
context in which we live are a given and natural 
part of the process.  

 

• From a policy standpoint, it is a top priority to 
extend the period between bouts of 
homelessness and keep people acceptably 
housed for as long as possible. 

 

• It is therefore important to identify the factors 
that may lead to rapid returns to homelessness in 
order to provide appropriate community support 
and design helpful policies.   

 













Now for some details about the 
project… 



“The study selected 634 participants who were new to the 
shelter between May 2011 and July 2014 and who had a 
complete client record at the time of departure” 

What does this mean? 



How did we get  
634 people? 



How did we try to predict returns?  





The study was guided  
by the following  
3 questions…  



Are the people who 
returned to the OBM 
different from those 
who did not return? 

 



To what extent can  
demographic and psychosocial 
factors allow us to predict  
returns to the shelter?  

 



What demographic,  
psychosocial and  
contextual factors  
affect time to return  
to the shelter? 
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Compared to those who did not return, the group 
that returned to the shelter had a higher 

proportion of individuals with a vulnerable family 
and friends Self-Sufficiency Matrix score  



Now for some  
more in-depth  

analysis! 





But what affects time to return? 



People return not long after their imposed departure. The majority of 
people in this study who returned came back in about 3 months.  



…but why?! 



Imposed Return 

Unmeasured Reasons 
leading to an imposed 

departure 

This is a good place to start  
when expanding on these analyses! 





Additional Comments  
& Questions 




